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of looking at the big picture, looking 
at the future when making invest-
ments, including how climate change 
and other issues can present financial 
risks. 

I just want to point out the obvious. 
Nothing in this DOL rule imposes any 
requirement on anyone. It is not a re-
quirement. In fact, it goes out of the 
way to make sure decision making re-
mains solely in the hand of the fidu-
ciary. 

Republicans like to talk about small 
government. They like to talk about 
letting the private sector do its work. 
But their obsession with eliminating 
ESG, their sort of ostrichlike view 
about climate change and the damage 
that carbon presents when going into 
the atmosphere, would do just the op-
posite. 

CHINA 

Mr. SCHUMER. Finally, on the China 
surveillance balloon and what hap-
pened over the weekend, after yester-
day’s briefing, it is clear our defense 
and intelligence Agencies remain laser- 
focused on gathering every piece of in-
formation about what happened over 
U.S. and Canadian airspace. 

John Kirby said these most recent 
objects did not pose any direct threat 
to people on the ground. That is very 
important. People should not worry 
about that. Of course, we have much 
more to learn. Today, we are going to 
have another all-Senators briefing on 
the State of U.S. defense readiness 
with respect to China. I am sure that 
will include a discussion of the mili-
tary but also of our surveillance abili-
ties. 

Republicans eager to score political 
points right at this moment are doing 
nothing more than engaging in pre-
mature attacks. It is precipitous. It is 
no time for premature partisanship. We 
need to work together in Congress to 
get to the bottom of what happened, 
which Senator TESTER is taking the 
lead on here in the Senate. I thank him 
and all of my colleagues of good faith 
for working together. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 424 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I un-
derstand that there is a bill at the desk 
that is due for a second reading. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the bill by 
title for the second time. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 424) to protect the seniors of the 
United States, and for other purposes. 

Mr. SCHUMER. In order to place the 
bill on the calendar, under the provi-
sions of rule XIV, I would object to fur-
ther proceedings. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection having been heard, the 
bill will be placed on the calendar. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DIANNE FEINSTEIN 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, yes-
terday, the longest serving female Sen-
ator in American history announced 
she plans to retire at the end of her 
record fifth full term. 

My good friend DIANNE FEINSTEIN 
made major history in 1992 when she 
became the first woman to represent 
California in the Senate. But, of 
course, both her knack for notching 
historic firsts and her commitment to 
her fellow Golden Staters were very 
well established by the time she ar-
rived here in Washington. 

DIANNE’s career in politics began 
where many do: at the local level. But 
for DIANNE, that happened to mean 
shattering glass ceilings in a major 
metropolis. She was the first woman to 
serve as president of the San Francisco 
Board of Supervisors. While in office, 
she endured a failed attempt to bomb 
her home. Then her predecessor as 
mayor was assassinated. That is when 
DIANNE became the city’s first female 
mayor. And then she handily beat an 
attempted recall. 

By the time this trailblazer became 
Senator FEINSTEIN, there was prac-
tically nothing that could faze her. 
DIANNE has been the top Democrat on 
the Rules Committee, the Intelligence 
Committee, and the Judiciary Com-
mittee. 

For decades, she has been one of our 
country’s most formidable legislators 
across numerous subjects. And, some-
how, amid it all, this battle-tested vet-
eran stateswoman has maintained a 
genuine warmth and collegiality that 
cuts through even the tensest debates. 

Elaine and I have been fortunate to 
count DIANNE a friend for many years. 
Elaine and Dick served on a board to-
gether in the private sector years ago. 
Frequently, when Dick was in town, 
the four of us would go out to dinner. 
We had a genuine friendship. 

So as you can imagine, we hated to 
lose Dick recently. But the good news 
is DIANNE will be here for 2 more years 
as our colleague. And that is very, very 
good news for Elaine and for me. 

f 

INFLATION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, now 
on an entirely different matter, last 
week, President Biden spent part of his 
State of the Union Address celebrating 
what he seemed to think was a victory 
over inflation. Yesterday, however, an-
other wave of official figures confirmed 
what working families already knew: 
The President was simply wrong. The 
Democrats’ football spiking was pre-
mature. The American people are hurt-
ing badly. The CPI rose another half a 
point last month, even faster than pre-

dicted, for an overall price hike of 6.4 
percent year on year. 

Now, mind you, that is not 6.4 per-
cent inflation since President Biden 
was sworn in. That is an additional 6.4 
percent just since February of last 
year—since February of last year—a 
baseline that already had an entire pre-
vious year of historic and unacceptable 
inflation already baked into it. 

The overall Biden inflation rate is 
14.4 percent. The overall Biden infla-
tion rate is 14.4 percent from January 
2021 to today. Rents are up 12.7 percent 
since President Biden took office. Gro-
cery prices are up 19.6 percent. Energy 
prices are up 38 percent after 2 years of 
total Democratic control here in Wash-
ington. 

Prices are still rising out of control. 
And, even worse, the rate of increase is 
speeding back up again. This past 
month was the hottest for inflation 
since last October. 

We have now had 21 straight months 
above 5 percent annual inflation—a 
mind-boggling policy failure. 

And what does the White House have 
to say about it? Well, yesterday, the 
President’s press secretary claimed: 

The President’s economic plan is indeed 
working. 

So I guess the official White House 
position is that Democrats caused all 
of this crushing inflation on purpose. 
This is the kind of insanity that has 
left just 16 percent of Americans saying 
they are in a better financial position 
than they were 2 years ago. That has 
nearly two-thirds of Americans saying 
they are living literally paycheck to 
paycheck. So much preventable pain, 
because Democrats gambled away fam-
ilies’ security on their radical plans 
and their reckless spending. 

f 

JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
now, on one final matter, yesterday, 
President Biden and the Senate Demo-
cratic leader took time to boast about 
their judicial confirmations. There was 
something interesting, strange, and 
telling about their statements. Both 
the President and the Democratic lead-
er focused their comments overwhelm-
ingly on identity politics and demo-
graphic box-checking. 

The President’s statement spent lit-
erally one part of one sentence paying 
lip service to the question of legal 
qualifications. The remaining five 
paragraphs were devoted solely to 
these new judges’ demographic charac-
teristics. It was really quite bizarre. 

President Biden informed the Amer-
ican people that a particular District 
Court in Puerto Rico will now have its 
first judge who is not heterosexual. He 
pointed out that men have been a small 
minority of his judicial nominees; that 
certain percentages of his nominees fit 
into certain demographic categories. 
He went on and on and on like this. 

Most Americans want our country to 
keep moving forward in a direction 
where people’s physical characteristics 
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do not define us. Do you know what 
share of Americans believe race or eth-
nicity should be a major factor in uni-
versity admissions? Seven percent. Do 
you know what percentage believe that 
gender should be a major factor in uni-
versity admissions? Four percent. 

But when these Democrats talk 
about our sacred legal system, they 
sound like the HR department at some 
liberal university. 

The White House statements singled 
out three judges by name. In all three 
cases, the President belabored some as-
pect of the judge’s identity. In zero— 
zero—of the three cases did the Presi-
dent have anything to say about their 
knowledge, intellect, or professional 
distinction. 

It is offensive to all Americans who 
have a President seeming to view our 
judiciary as some kind of crude socio-
logical math problem. This is just the 
kind of thing our Constitution cuts 
against. 

Ironically, when it came to how these 
new judges actually think, both the 
President and the Democratic leader 
went out of their way to celebrate the 
lack of diversity in their thinking. 
They bragged about their coordinated 
and deliberate effort to stuff the judici-
ary with an unprecedented volume of 
former criminal defense attorneys. 

Democrats have long said they want 
judges to have empathy. Well, that is 
good news if you happen to be the 
party for whom the judge has a special 
bias; not so good, however, if you are 
the other party and you are looking for 
a fair trial. 

Now, Democrats are helpfully telling 
us whom they want judges to 
empathize with: accused criminals, not 
innocent victims. 

Now, nobody is saying we shouldn’t 
have any public defenders on the 
bench. But even the New York Times 
admits the Democrats’ sweeping effort 
to tilt the playing field in one direc-
tion is ‘‘a sea change in the world of ju-
dicial nominations.’’ 

When Republicans held the Presi-
dency and the Senate, we spent 4 years 
confirming staggeringly qualified and 
incredibly brilliant men and women to 
the courts, from widely diverse profes-
sional and educational credentials. 

Back then, even the very liberal out-
let Vox.com reported: 

Based solely on objective legal creden-
tials— 

Objective legal credentials— 
the average . . . appointee has a far more im-
pressive resume than any past president’s 
nominees. 

That was then. So where are we? 
These days, things are different. To 
name just one example, significantly 
smaller shares of this President’s 
nominees have attained prestigious 
clerkships at the Supreme Court or the 
appellate level. 

To name another example, one per-
son President Biden has put up for a 
lifetime appointment could not even 
tell the Judiciary Committee what is 
in article II or article V of the Con-
stitution. 

Look, our courts uphold the rule of 
law and protect our citizens’ rights. 
The American people deserve a judici-
ary that contains the smartest, most 
formidable, and most qualified legal 
all-stars in our country. And they de-
serve a President who takes this seri-
ously. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk 
will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Adrienne C. 
Nelson, of Oregon, to be United States 
District Judge for the District of Or-
egon. 

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER). Without objection, it is 
so ordered. 

NOMINATION OF ANA C. REYES 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today, 
the Senate will vote on the nomination 
of Ana Reyes, who has been nominated 
to the U.S. District Court for the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 

Ms. Reyes first immigrated to this 
country when she was 5 years old. At 
the time, she could not speak any 
English. That quickly changed through 
her hard work and with the help of her 
first-grade teacher, Pat Harkleroad, 
who came to Ms. Reyes’ Louisville, KY, 
elementary school an hour early each 
morning to provide one-on-one English 
lessons. 

Born in Montevideo, Uruguay, Ms. 
Reyes built off of this foundational ex-
perience to earn her B.A. summa cum 
laude from Transylvania University in 
1996 and her J.D. magna cum laude 
from Harvard Law School in 2000. 

After clerking for the Honorable 
Amalya Kearse on the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Second Circuit, Ms. 
Reyes joined Williams & Connolly as 
an associate in 2001. Promoted to part-
ner in 2009, Ms. Reyes has spent her ca-
reer specializing in complex litigation 
and international arbitration, trying 10 
cases to verdict, judgment, or final de-
cision. 

Although she has been in private 
practice for her whole career, Ms. 
Reyes has illustrated her commitment 

to public service by devoting over 3,300 
hours to pro bono work. While her pro 
bono work spans several fields, includ-
ing criminal defense, a significant 
amount of her efforts has been directed 
towards representing asylum seekers 
fleeing political persecution, torture, 
and gender-based violence. 

The American Bar Association has 
unanimously rated Ms. Reyes as ‘‘well 
qualified’’ to serve on the D.C. District 
Court and, if confirmed, she will be the 
first Hispanic woman and the first 
openly LGBTQ+ person to ever serve on 
the D.C. District Court. 

I look forward to supporting this 
highly-qualified nominee and urge my 
colleagues to join me in doing so. 

VOTE ON NELSON NOMINATION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the question is, Will 
the Senate advise and consent to the 
Nelson nomination? 

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant executive clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
CASEY) and the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN), are necessarily ab-
sent. 

The result was announced—yeas 52, 
nays 46, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 17 Ex.] 

YEAS—52 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 

Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—46 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 
Paul 
Ricketts 

Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—2 

Casey Feinstein 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table, and the President will 
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